Advanced Studies in United States History IKeep this form for your records.

Mrs. Gray (Room 243)
agray@asfa.k12.al.us
 

Course Description:  Begins with the Age of Exploration and the Native American cultures. This course examines many cultural influences and ideologies that created a uniquely “American” culture, with attention to the geographical, cultural, political, economic, religious and artistic movements shaping American society. The major periods addressed are: the Colonial Period; the Revolutionary Age and the Constitution; the Federalist era; the Jeffersonian/Jacksonian Eras; Manifest Destiny; the causes and effects of the American Civil War; and Reconstruction. Instruction includes individual and group research, debate, presentation, and the employment of current technology such as interactive digital video software and Internet sources to provide students with extensive opportunities to explore and analyze historical topics and interpretations. (1 unit required) 

Supplies:
1. One 1 ½” - 2”  3-ring binder with pockets and dividers FILLED WITH 3 hole-punch, lined paper
2. One blue or black ink pen for yourself
3. Pens or Kleenex – see below
a. Students with LAST NAMES beginning A-M should bring: One box of Kleenex
b. Students with LAST NAMES beginning N-Z should bring: One package of black pens (10-12 count)

Text:  Appleby, Joyce, et al.  The American Vision:  Volume One.  New York:  McGraw-Hill (Glencoe), 2005. (You will be able to access the textbook online from your ASUSH I Google Classroom page)

Grading: 
Grades will be determined by dividing the total points achieved by the total points possible.  Tests, papers, and projects will count 100 points unless otherwise indicated.  Class and homework will count 5 to 50 points.

Make-up work policy:
1. If you know of an absence in advance, I expect you to see me in advance.
2. If you have an unexpected absence:
a) I expect you to check Google classroom AND email me from home to inquire about what you are missing.
3. I expect you to be prepared to retake tests promptly upon your return to school after an absence.
a)  If you are absent on the review and test days only, you should be prepared to make up the test immediately upon return.  
4. Any missed assignments should be completed upon a timeline established by the teacher.  It is mandatory that you be in communication with me regarding missed assignments (see a) above) if you wish to receive credit.   
5. You are responsible for finding out what you missed when you are absent.  Missed class notes should be obtained from a classmate.
6. If your absence is unexcused, make-up work will not be counted and a grade of zero will be issued.  (Includes date assignment is assigned and/or due.)  PLEASE NOTE: this includes major tests.  I will check absences at the END of the nine weeks grading period.  If I discover unexcused absences, I will change your grade for any assignment, including tests, to a ZERO. 
7. If you are tardy or have an unexcused check-in, and an assignment was collected before you entered the room, you will not receive full credit for that assignment.  If you miss a video and accompanying worksheet, you will not receive credit for that assignment, but it will not count against you unless your absence is unexcused, and then a grade of zero will be issued.
8. Students who perpetually abuse the make-up policy will not be given the privilege of taking the regular make up test, but will be given an alternative test.
9. If you miss a test due to a field trip/performance, I expect you to make arrangements with me BEFORE you leave on the trip.  You will be allowed to take the regular make up test if you do so.
10. Late work:
a. Assignments up to one hour late will be deducted 20% of the point value of the assignment.
b. Assignments up to 24 hours late will be deducted 50% of the point value of the assignment.  
c. Assignments more than 24 hours late will receive a grade of zero.
d. Assignments that will be reviewed in class on their due date will not be accepted late for credit.
*Please note that some assignments will be submitted on Google Classroom while many assignments may be handed in on paper and in-person.  All deductions will apply to all assignments.

Classroom rules:							
1) All school rules and policies will be followed and enforced.
2) I expect you to adhere to the policies described in my class honor code.
3) I expect you to treat other people and school property with respect.
People:  I expect that you will listen and not talk while I am speaking, while another student has the floor or when an announcement is being made. 
School Property:  I expect that you will not destroy school property and the property of others.  Do not write on desks, in textbooks, on walls, etc.  Please pick up trash around your desk and throw it away when you leave.  Never write on the board or change anything that is written on the board unless you have permission from the teacher.  Please do not touch anything on the teacher’s desk or work area (including computer) without direct permission.
4) I expect you to be on time.  You should be in your seat with your materials on your desk BEFORE the bell rings.  Students who arrive in class after the tardy bell has rung will be counted tardy.
5) I expect you to be prepared every day.  Have your notebook, writing utensil, and any other materials with you each day.  *I require that you use blue or black ink for all graded work.  Any assignment done in any other color or in pencil will lose a MINIMUM of 5 points.
6) Personal grooming is a private, not public, activity.
7) No food or drink allowed in this class unless by special permission.  Water is allowed.
8) I should NEVER HEAR or SEE a cell phone in this class at any time!  No other personal electronics should be used in this class without special permission.  Any device found on your person during a test will result in an automatic zero. *Please see the student handbook for school policies regarding cell phones.
9) The appropriate time to ask for a pass to the restroom is after instruction is completed.  The only time it is appropriate to ask for a pass in the middle of class is in the case of an emergency.  
10) Remember that I dismiss you, NOT the bell, so stay focused and on task until instruction has ended.
11) Strive for excellence and integrity in all that you do.  I want you to have a meaningful and successful school year. I will provide you with the necessary information, activities, and support to help you learn, but it is up to you to choose learning by approaching your studies with academic honesty and integrity.  When you copy someone else’s work, not only are you lying, you are cheating yourself out of the education that is being provided for you.  I want each and every one of you to experience the sense of satisfaction, pride, and, yes, happiness that comes not only from being educated but also from having true integrity.
12) Please communicate with me!  I am here to help you and am always available to talk when needed, but I need you to let me know when you need help.  Students may make individual appointments with me for extra help.  We can solve any problem together!


Information regarding tests, homework, projects, due dates, etc. will be posted on the board in Rm. 243 and on Google Classroom.

